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100 MINUTE BIOGRAPHIES
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A MAN
FOR THE

&l INCOLN—WHO WAS EINCOIN,THE MASTER PoLt-
BORN INALOG CABIN - - KEPT TICIAN . - - WHO BECAME PRESI-

A COUNTRY STORE- -+ FLOATED DENT..-FREED THE SLAVES: .-
DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI ON A~ MADE THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS-
FLAT BOAT - --<TUDIED LAW ++LED THE NATION THROUGH-
IN HIS SPARE TIME - - - BECAME A GREAT QVILWAR. AND PRE-
FAMOUS AS A TRIALLAWYERy-  SERUED THE UNION! . ..AND
LOVED AVN RUTLEDGE, MOURN- [N HIS MOMENT OF VICTORY

ED HER PASSING+ - AND TRAVELLED DIED AT THE HANDS OF A-
OVER THE COUNTRY- SIDE, DE—~  CRAZED ASSASSIN--- A HOMELY
BATING THE SLAVERY QUES- BACKWOODS MAL WHO WILL FOR-
TION WITH KIS POLITICAL EVER RE REUERED AS ONE OF THE
OPPONENT- STEPHEN DOUGLAS ~ GRANDEST MENOF ALLTIME! -

— =

- - BORN: 1809~ DIED ~ 1865+ -




Not Just a Baby

A baby was born. He was named for his grandfather who was a
friend of Daniel Boone. His name was Abraham Lincoln. Have you
heard of him?

Abe, as he was called, was not a rich boy. He was born to a very
poor family. His house had only three walls, a roof and no floor. Rain
and snow were part of his life. But a love of learning was part of his
heart! At first he had only a Bible, but he learned to read with it. His
own father could notread fi and many of his neighbors were also illit-
erate. He did their reading and wrote letters for them.

Later Abe had a few more books. He
gri mds Progress, a |ife of George Wa
He read them over and over because he had so few books and
loved to read and wanted to learn. Have you read any of those
books? Are there many books in your home? Can you count them?

Abe rowed a boat and helped two men get to a steamboat to
go down the Ohio River. They paid him a dollar! He was very excited
to think a little work could earn money. Abe worked hard and
helped his family build a better home. He split 400 logs to pay for
cloth to make jeans for his long legs. He taught himself what he
needed to know 0 he studied grammar so he could speak correctly;
he studied surveying to earn money so that he could study law.

Abe was kind and honest all of his life. It would be fun to read
more about Abraham Lincolnds |ifel
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Early Life of Abraham Lincoln From A First Book in American History,
Edward Eggleston

With Special Reference to the Lives and Deeds of Great Americans

Published by American Book Company © 1889

Five years after Daniel Boone took his family to Kentucky there came over the mountains
a man named Abraham Lincoln, bringing his wife and children. The Lincolns and Boones
were friends. They were much the same kind of people, hunters and pioneers, always
seeking, hunters and pioneers, always seeking a nes and wild country to live in. This Abra-
ham Lincoln, the friend of Boone, was grandfather of President Abraham Lincoln, who was
born in a log cabin in Kentucky in 1809.

When little Abe Lincoln was seven years old his father moved from Kentucky to southwest-

ern Indiana, which was then a wild country. Here he lived in a house of the roughest and

poorest sort known to backwoods people. sides closed with logs. The other side was left

entirely open to the weather. There was no chimney, but the fie was built out of doors in

front of the open side. There was no fl| ofaced Suc
camp. 6 It is not so good as some I ndian wi gwams
beds of a family living in this way were miserable.

Poor little Ae Lincoln sometimes attended backwoods schools. The log school -houses in
Indiana at that time had | in Indiana at that time had large open fire=places, in which

tere was a great blazing fire in the winter. The boys of ths school had to chop and bring in

the wood for this fire. The floor of such a school  -house was of rough boards hewn out with
axes. The schoolmasters were generally harsh men, who persuaded their pupils to study by
means of long beech switches such as they were accustomed to use in driving oxen. The-

se schoolmasters did not know much themselves, but bright little Abe Lincoln soon learned

to write. This was very handy for his father and other men in the neighborhood who could

not write, and who got Abraham to write their letters for them.

Lincoln could not get many books to read in a community so destitute and illiterate. He

could not have wasted his time and weakened his mind, as so many boys and girls do

now, by reading exciting stories, for he did not have them. He read carefully the books

that he had. The Bible, Aesopds Fabl es, Pil grim
Henry Clay he read over and over again for he could get no other books.



Whenever he heard any subject talked about. Whenever he heard any subject talked
about that he did not understand, he would go off alone and think it out, and try to put it
into clear words. This habit of close and careful thinking, and this practice in clothing his
thoughts in words that exactly fitted them, was the best education in the world. Many boys
and girls who have good schools and good books never learn to think for themselves!

When one is poor, a little money means a great deal. One day Abraham Lincoln, by this

time eighteen years old, rowed two men with their baggage from the shore out to a steam-
boat in the Ohio River. For this the men dropped two silver half -dollars into te boat. Abra-
ham was overjoyed to think that a poor boy could earn so much money in so short a time
made the whole world seem wider and fairer before him, he said.

The people of southern Indiana in that day used to send what they raised on their farms to

New Orleans. They loaded their corn, hay, and potatoes on large flat -boats, some times a
hundred feet long. These boats were floated on the current of the Ohio River to where that

river empties into the Mississippi, and then down the Mississippi. It was a long voyage, and

the boatmen had to live on their boats for many weeks. They rowed the boats with long

sweeps, or oars, which required two and sometimes four men to move each one of them.

Lincoln was much trusted, and when he was nineteen years old he was sent town the river

in charge of one of these boats. This gave him his first knowledge of the world.

By the time he was twenty -one he had attained the height of six feet four inches. His father,

who was always poor, once more sought a newer country by removing to lllinois. Here

Abraham helped to build alog  -cabin, and then he split the rails to make a fence around

the new corn -field. In order to get clothes, he went out to work as a hired man on a neigh-

bords farm. The c¢cl oth used by the Western peopl e
own homes. Lincoln had to split four hundred rails to pay for each yard of the homespun

brown jeans that went to make his trousers. Perhaps he was sorry to be so tall and to need

so much cloth for a pair of trousers.

Lincoln went a second time on aflat  -boat to New Orleans. The boat was loaded with live

hogs, and it is said that Lincoln, finding that the hogs could not be driven, carried them on

board the boat in his long arms. After he came back he became a clerk in a country store,

where he employed his spare time in reading. Like Franklin, he got his education by the right

use of his leisure time. In this store he showed that careful honesty for which he was always

remar kabl e. Once, when by mi s-thatlseix dnea quater centa kiie n a
more than was due from a customer, he walked several miles the same night to return the

money. When he found that, by using the wrong weight, he ha given a woman two ounces



of tea less than she ought to have had, he again walked a long distance in order to make
the matter right.

One of the things he wanted to learn was English grammar, in order to speak more correct-
ly; but grammars were hard to find at that time. He heard of a man eight miles away who
had a grammar, so he walked the eight miles and borrowed it. Lincoln got a lawyer who
sometimes visited the store to explain what he could not understand in his grammar.

Dictionary:
Home -spun: cloth made at home

Jeans (jeens), a strong homemade woolen cloth of
cloth most used for mends garments while the cou
word jean originally meant a stout cotton cloth, and is so used in Europe.

Fip, a coin no longer used. It was worth six and a quarter cents, and had been called a five-
penny bitdo from which ofimdény bitdé and then ofip
New Yorik and by other names elsewhere.

What did you learn?

Tell something of:
Abraham Lincolnds chil dhood.
Abraham Lincolnds education.
Abrahamés wor k at -Hoatimgmi ng and f | at

Abrahamds honesty.
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http://www.history.com/topics/abraham-lincoln/videos?paidlink=1&vid=HIS_SEM_Search&keywords=abraham%2Blincoln%2Bpictures&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=presidents&utm_term=abraham%20lincoln%20pictures#abraham-lincoln
http://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/index.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/abraham_lincoln.html
http://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
http://www.alplm.org/
http://www.biography.com/articles/Abraham-Lincoln-9382540
http://www.easyfunschool.com/article2224.html
http://www.homeschoolshare.com/abraham_lincoln_boy_who_loved_books.php
http://www.homeschoolradioshows.com/YoungAbeLincoln/
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2739937/celebrate_lincolns_birthday_with_a.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/search/searchresults.shtml?cx=partner-pub-1671921607486068%3At8iz9asmbjo&cof=FORID%3A9&ie=ISO-8859-1&q=Abraham+Lincoln&siteurl=www.enchantedlearning.com%2FHome.html&siteurl=www.enchantedlearning.com%2FHome.html#1085
http://www.ywampublishing.com/p-456-heroes-of-historybrunit-study-curriculum-guidebrabraham-lincoln.aspx
http://biblelessonsite.org/slidelincoln.html
http://www.ipl.org/div/potus/alincoln.html

A Working Man Who Loved to Read!



