


Years ago, when I taught in public schools, I hated the problems October brought into my life and classroom. 

The store windows and displays and all the ads featured grotesque masks, jack-o-lanterns, ghosts goblins, 

ghouls, and other eerily disgusting things. Halloween as a holiday at school was BIGé to ignore it was a pun-

ishment for the children; to ñcelebrateò it was a punishment for me. Over the years, though, I discovered ways 

to incorporate the best into the curriculum.  

 

Here are some ways I found: 

Stocking Up 

Things that are sold at ñHalloweenò that you can use in other ways and times later in the year 

SKELETONSðcheap and available now, great for study of the human anatomy and skeletal system later 

Creepy crawly ants and bugsðavailable now, but useful for give-aways and insect studies later 

Wigs/face painting kitsðavailable now, better after Halloween; useful year-round for entertainment for kids at 

carnivals, festivals, etc.  

Costumesï cheap in the discount stores after Halloweenðgreat for playacting and plays/videos later 

CandyðStock up at the after-Halloween sales.  Bag it in onion bags and freeze it; Itôll be great for treats at 

home and church for months! (until the after-Christmas and after-Valentineôs Day sales)  

Halloween can also easily lead into in-depth discussions on death and dying, pretending to be something/

someone you are not, the occult, the origins of the holiday, the meaning of ñAll Saints Eveò or ñHallowed Eve,ò 

the meaning of the skull & crossbones (danger/poison) symbol,  
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